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CHAMPIONSHIPS

Coaches and Athletic Directors,

Congratulations on your student athletes qualifying for the 2026 AIA State Wrestling
Championships. Please read this entire message as it contains all the important
information for the upcoming championships.

Location/Schedule: All weigh ins and wrestling will take place at the Veterans Memorial
Coliseum. Please see attached schedule for dates and times.

Arrival/Check In: Please have your bus or vans enter the Veterans Memorial Coliseum off
19th Ave. & Monte Vista. They will drop off at North Coliseum Box Office. Participating
wrestlers will proceed down the stairs to the right of the Box Office for check in. Coaches
will proceed down the stairs to the left of the Box Office for check in. Buses/vans are to
proceed to park at the North end of the parking lot. School vehicles will not be charged to
enter. All other vehicles will need to pay $12 for parking per vehicle with no re-entry. Team
may arrive 1 hour prior to weigh in time. Athletes must have checked in prior to the weigh in
time. Please make sure to plan for traffic.

(Please see maps)

Coaches Credentials: School athletic directors submitted names of district approved
coaches to the AlA. A coach must be on the list to be provide a credential. Each school will
be given credentials based on the number of wrestlers who qualified. See chart below.

(1-2) wrestlers will be given TWO mat-side wrist bands.

(3-5) wrestlers will be given THREE mat-side wrist bands.
(6 -9) wrestlers will be given FOUR mat-side wrist bands.
(

10 +) wrestlers will be given FIVE mat-side wrist bands

Additional Team Personnel: One team manager and wrestlers who participated in the
sectional tournament will be allowed access at the doors at the top of the NE Ramp. Look
for Team Managers/non-Participating wrestlers only signs. Students must have their ID. If
they are not on the list they will be directed to the main ticket gate to purchase a ticket.
Also, they will not have access to the team camp area or competition floor.



Coaches Appearance/Attire: The professional appearance of coaches will enhance the
image of the sport of wrestling and the State Tournament. The AIA Wrestling Sports
Advisory Committee is requiring all MAT-SIDE coaches at the State Tournament be attired
in school logo collared shirts or shirt and tie. It is recommended that slacks in khaki, black,
white or gray be worn. Shorts, Cut-offs or any torn/ripped jeans are prohibited. If
identified the coaches credentials will be confiscated, and the coach may no longer be on
the competition floor. Professional looking jeans are acceptable. Hats must be worn as
intended (not backwards/sideways) and no questionable wording or logos.

Weigh Ins: After wrestlers have checked in they can check their weight and take their bags
upstairs. 15 minutes before weigh in start time wrestlers will be lined up by weight class
and skin checks will be performed. If a wrestler has a skin condition they must have a
completed skin lesion form by a doctor within the previous 7 days, unless the condition is
non-contagious (eczema, psoriasis). The form is located at
https://aiaonline.org/files/17319/skin-lesion-form.pdf. AlA event officials will conduct the
skin checks and weigh ins. Medical staff will be on site to evaluate and skin conditions.
Weigh ins will follow the 2025-26 NFHS Wrestling Rule 4.5.

In case of an EMERGENCY ONLY you can call the Tournament Coordinator at:
Mark Panepinto Cell - 602-418-4957

Team Camps: Teams may bring coolers with drinks and COLD FOOD ONLY. The area for
teams to put their coolers is inside the coliseum, upstairs on the east side. Entrance to the
team camp is upstairs on the northeast side. Only participating wrestlers in uniform will be
allowed in the team camp area. No outside food is allowed in the coliseum, so if a parent
wants to bring their child food, they will need to meet them outside at the bottom of the
ramps on the north side.

(Please see maps)

Staging: Staging will be in the lower northeast corner. Wrestlers and Coaches will get down
to the staging area from upstairs by using the northwest stairways.

Matside: Only two coaches, wearing a valid coach's wristband/credentials, are permitted
matside. A coach with current session wristband/credentials will be allowed with an on-
deck wrestler in the staging area. Coaches and wrestlers not participating in a match at
VMC must be off the competition floor area. Only AlA staff, credential photographers or
media and certified cthletic trainers will be admitted on the competition floor behind the
scoring tables.



Exiting Mat Area: After their matches wrestlers will exit the southwest tunnel and go up the
southwest stairway to get upstairs. Coaches may exit the southwest tunnel and go back to
the staging area without going upstairs to meet other wrestlers.

Coaches Lounge: The cantina on the lower west side can be used by coaches while they
wait to back to the staging area.

Practice for Girls Division | & ll: Boys Division |, I, & lll schools that are from outside of the
Phoenix area and are traveling with their Girls teams will be given time on the practice mats
(Thursday only).

DI-11:30am-1:00 pm
DII-4:00pm-5:30 pm

DIII-7:00 pm-8:30 pm

Awards: Awards will be given to wrestlers between matches during the finals. After the girls
107 and boys 113 finals awards will be given to the girls 100 and boys 106 wrestlers. This
will continue through the 285 weight class. Wrestlers placing in the top 6 must be in school
issued uniform and in the award staging area immediately following the completion of their
weight class. NO props, signs, flags or other items will be allowed on the award podium.
Only coaches with credentials and wrestlers placing in the top 6 will be allowed on the floor
during individual award ceremonies. For team awards coaches with credentials and team
wrestlers who participated in the sectional tournament will be allowed on the floor.
Additionally, the team champion and runner up schools in each division will be allowed 5
passes. These passes will be given to the school or district athletic director to distribute.
Erin Coy will meet the athletic Director upstairs outside the northwest stairway.

Parents, fellow students etc. can meet the teams after the awards ceremony upstairs by
the northeast exit doors or outside at the North VMC Box Office.



