
Flexibility for going pro and getting a degree 

Updated Aug. 8, 2018 

Basketball student-athletes have more freedom and flexibility to decide 

about going pro or getting a college education, and they can receive 

financial assistance if they leave school early and wish to return later to 

finish their degree. Changes include: 

More chances to visit colleges during and after high school 

Basketball student-athletes can make more frequent campus visits paid for 

by colleges (referred to as official visits), which can begin as soon as Aug. 

1 the summer before their junior year in high school. They can take: 

• Five visits between Aug. 1 and the end of their junior year of high 

school. 

• Five visits between the end of their junior year and Oct. 15 after high 

school graduation. 

• Five visits between Oct. 15 after high school graduation and the 

remainder of their college eligibility. 

A student-athlete can visit a school only once per year. Unofficial visits — 

those made at his or her own expense — cannot begin before Aug. 1 of the 

student’s sophomore year of high school. 

Schools now can pay for 28 official visits for recruits (34 for national service 

academies) over a rolling, two-year period. 

These rules are effective Aug. 15, 2018. 



Agent representation for high school students 

Pending a decision by the NBA and the National Basketball Players 

Association, high school basketball players can be represented by an agent 

beginning July 1 before their senior year in high school, provided they have 

been identified as an elite senior prospect by USA Basketball. 

The effective date will be decided if/when the NBA and the NBPA permit 

high school students to enter the draft. 

Agent representation for college students 

College basketball players can be represented by an agent beginning after 

any basketball season if they request an evaluation from the NBA 

Undergraduate Advisory Committee. 

This rule change is effective immediately. 

Agents can pay for expenses 

Agents can pay for meals and transportation for players and their families if 

the expenses are related to the agent selection process. Also, the student 

cannot miss class, and the money must be spent where the student lives or 

attends school. Additionally, high school and college student-athletes and 

their families can have meals, transportation and lodging paid for by an 

agent if those expenses are associated with meetings with the agent or a 

pro team. 

These changes are subject to revisions to the Uniform Athlete Agents Act, 

Revised Uniform Athlete Agents Act and relevant state laws. If/when those 

are changed, the new rules are effective immediately. 

Agent agreements 



All agreements between agents and high school or college student-athletes 

must be: 

• In writing. 

• Terminated when the student enrolls in or returns to college. 

• Disclosed to the NCAA (for high school students) or the school (for 

students already in college). 

This change is effective immediately. 

Agent certification 

To work with a high school or college athlete, agents must be certified by 

an NCAA program with standards for behavior and consequences for 

violations. Family members of the high school recruit or college athlete or 

those who act solely on behalf of a professional sports team aren’t required 

to be certified. 

The deadline for agents to become certified is undetermined but will not be 

later than Aug. 1, 2020. Until then, NBPA-certified agents will be 

considered NCAA certified. 

Making informed decisions 

Since 2016, college athletes who are interested in going pro have been 

able to declare for the draft and attend the NBA combine but have been 

required to withdraw no more than 10 days after the combine to stay 

eligible. Now, students who wish to enter the draft also must request an 

evaluation from the NBA Undergraduate Advisory Committee, which will 

provide valuable information to assist student-athletes in making the 

decision to turn pro or stay in school. 



This rule change is effective immediately. 

NBA draft flexibility 

College basketball players who request an Undergraduate Advisory 

Committee evaluation, participate in the NBA combine and aren’t drafted 

can return to school as long as they notify their athletics director of their 

intent by 5 p.m. the Monday after the draft. 

This change is effective if/when the NBA and NBPA make an expected rule 

change, which would make undrafted student-athletes who return to 

college after the draft ineligible for the NBA until the end of the next college 

basketball season. 

Degree completion assistance 

Division I schools will be required to pay for tuition, fees and books for 

basketball players who leave school and return later to the same school to 

earn their degree. Former student-athletes will be eligible for financial 

assistance to complete their first degree if they were on scholarship and 

fewer than 10 years have passed since they left school. Additionally, 

students must have been in school for two years before leaving. Former 

student-athletes also must meet all the school’s admissions and financial 

aid requirements and must have exhausted all other funding options to be 

eligible, as well as meet all NCAA academic requirements. 

This rule change is effective Aug. 1, 2019. 

NCAA fund for degree completion 

The NCAA is establishing a fund for schools that are otherwise unable to 

provide financial aid for basketball players to return to school. The fund will 



be available to schools defined as limited-resource by the NCAA Division I 

Academic Performance Program. 

Minimizing harmful outside influences 

Updated Aug. 8, 2018 

New rules reduce the leverage of harmful outside influences on high school 

recruits and college student-athletes. Changes include: 

Certification of youth basketball events 

Basketball-related events for high school students will be subject to more 

rigorous certification requirements to ensure transparency in operations 

and finances. This will address issues of corruption and help support 

student-athletes as they make decisions about their future. The certification 

criteria will be overseen by the NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball Oversight 

Committee, and the NCAA Enforcement Certification and Approvals 

Group will administer the certification program. 

This rule change is effective Jan. 24, 2019. 

Recruiting changes 

The recruiting calendar, which creates more restrictions around events not 

sponsored by high schools, will allow coaches to attend additional high 

school-sponsored events. The new rules add four-day recruiting periods 

(Monday through Thursday) in April but do not increase the limit on days 

individual coaches can recruit. Also, coaches will be allowed to attend and 

evaluate recruits at the National Basketball Players Association Top 100 

Camp in mid-June. Additionally, coaches will be able to attend events 

during the last two weekends of June if the events are approved by 
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the National Federation of State High School Associations; organized by 

groups affiliated with high schools or high school coaching associations; 

and occur at middle schools, high schools or colleges. Coaches also can 

attend one weekend youth basketball event in early July. 

The calendar also allows coaches to attend NCAA youth development 

camps in late July, a new collaboration between the NCAA, USA 

Basketball, the NBA and the NBPA. 

These new rules are effective April 1, 2019. 

Reporting outside income 

Coaches and athletics staff must report to the university’s president or 

chancellor athletics-related income of more than $600 from any source 

outside their school. Examples include endorsement or consultation 

contracts with apparel companies, manufacturers, television or radio 

programs; and income from ownership, control or management of a 

foundation. The rule promotes increased transparency between NCAA 

schools and outside entities. 

This rule is effective immediately. 

Agreements with apparel companies 

The NCAA is pursuing agreements with apparel companies on 

expectations for accountability and transparency regarding their 

involvement in youth basketball. The NCAA Board of Governors seeks to 

develop agreements that require apparel companies to make annual 

disclosures, obtain NCAA certification for all youth basketball activities and 

report potential NCAA rule violations. Additionally, parties should formalize 

http://www.nfhs.org/


relationships in areas where interests overlap, such as playing rules and 

equipment standards. 

Timing is dependent upon cooperation from apparel companies, but the 

NCAA’s goal is to have agreements finalized within six to 12 months. 

 

More efficient, binding enforcement system 

Updated Aug. 8, 2018 

New responsibilities and obligations solidify effective and fair enforcement 

of NCAA rules. Changes include: 

Responsibility to cooperate 

As a term of employment, school presidents and athletics staff must 

commit contractually to full cooperation in the investigations and infractions 

process. Full cooperation means reporting violations in a timely manner; 

sharing all knowledge and documents requested in a timely manner; 

providing access to all electronic devices, social media and other 

technology; and maintaining confidentiality. The chair of the Division I 

Committee on Infractions or the Independent College Sports Adjudication 

Panel can impose immediate penalties when schools or individuals do not 

cooperate (including loss of revenue or postseason opportunities). These 

bodies can consider lack of cooperation as admission of a violation. 

This new rule is effective immediately, and associated language must be 

included in contracts or appointments executed on or after Aug. 8, 2018. 

The penalties will be effective Feb. 1, 2019. 

Use of outside facts 



People charged with investigating and resolving NCAA cases can accept 

information established by another administrative body, including a court of 

law, government agency, accrediting body or a commission authorized by a 

school. This will save time and resources previously used to confirm 

information already adjudicated by another group. 

This new rule is effective immediately. 

More efficient infractions resolutions 

When schools and NCAA staff agree on the facts of a case, they can work 

together on a resolution, including appropriate penalties, if any. This 

change will reduce legal fees and minimize drawn-out adversarial 

situations. Agreed-upon resolutions are subject to approval by the NCAA 

Division I Committee on Infractions. 

This new rule is effective immediately. 

 

Stronger accountability, penalties 

Updated Aug. 8, 2018 

To deter future violations, presidents, coaches and staff have stronger, 

clearer accountability expectations and face increased penalties if they 

break the rules. Changes include: 

Stronger president and chancellor accountability 

University presidents and chancellors will be personally accountable for 

their athletics program following the rules. Presidents and chancellors join 

all athletics staff members in affirming the athletics program meets 



obligations for monitoring rules compliance, which is required to be eligible 

for the postseason. Also, schools are required to cooperate fully during 

NCAA investigations and take appropriate corrective action.  

This rule change is effective in all three divisions Aug. 1, 2019. 

Those who break the rules face stronger penalties, including longer 

postseason bans (up to five years), longer head coach suspensions (could 

extend beyond one season), longer employment limitations for coaches 

and staff who violate rules (potential for lifetime show-cause orders), 

increased recruiting restrictions and the loss of all revenue associated with 

the Division I NCAA Men’s Basketball Championship. 

These stronger penalties are effective immediately. 

Independent investigators and decision-
makers 

Updated Aug. 8, 2018 

Changes to the investigations and infractions process create independent 

groups to prevent conflicts of interest. Cases deemed complex will be 

eligible for this independent process. Examples of complex cases include 

alleged violations of core NCAA values, such as prioritizing academics and 

the well-being of student-athletes; the possibility of major penalties; or 

adversarial behavior. Multiple parties will be able to request a case be 

deemed complex: school representatives, NCAA Division I Committee on 

Infractions members or NCAA enforcement staff. The new groups include: 

Independent Alternative Resolution Oversight Committee 



This committee, composed of three public members of the NCAA Board of 

Governors and the chair and vice chair of the Division I Board of Directors, 

will oversee the entire independent enforcement and infractions processes. 

One of the public members will lead the group. In addition to general 

oversight, this committee will nominate members for the new independent 

groups listed below and work with the Division I Board of Directors on 

policies and procedures for the independent enforcement and infractions 

processes. 

Infractions Referral Committee 

When a school, the NCAA Division I Committee on Infractions or NCAA 

enforcement staff requests a case enter the new independent process, this 

committee reviews and makes decisions on those requests. The 

committee’s five members will include one Independent College Sports 

Adjudication Panel member (see below), one Division I Committee on 

Infractions member, one Division I Infractions Appeals Committee member, 

the Division I Council chair and the NCAA vice president of enforcement. 

Complex Case Unit 

This independent investigations group will include both external 

investigators with no school or conference affiliations and select NCAA 

enforcement staff. Independent investigators are a key part of the new 

process. Once a case is referred, unit members will decide whether further 

investigation of the facts is needed and, if it is, conduct the investigation 

and shepherd the case through its review by the Independent College 

Sports Adjudication Panel. 

Independent College Sports Adjudication Panel 



This group will review the findings from the Complex Case Unit and the 

school’s response to those findings, and then oversee the case hearing 

and decide penalties. The panel will consist of 15 members with legal, 

higher education and/or sports backgrounds who are not affiliated with 

NCAA member schools or conferences. Each case will be handled by a 

panel of five of the 15 members. 

This committee will have the ability to expand upon allegations presented 

by the Complex Case Unit if deemed appropriate. This is a change from the 

current infractions process. 

These new structures and processes are effective Aug. 1, 2019. 

 

Adding Public voices 

Updated Aug. 8, 2018 

Public members not affiliated with the NCAA or member schools will join 

the NCAA Board of Governors to bring fresh perspectives and independent 

judgment. 

Pending adoption at the NCAA Convention in January, five independent 

members will be added to the NCAA Board of Governors, which is 

responsible for oversight of the entire Association. Each member will be 

nominated by the Board of Governors Executive Committee, approved by 

the full board and serve a three-year term, which can be renewed once. 

The terms of the independent board members are longer than those served 

by school representatives. One member, voted on annually by all the 

independent members, will serve as a lead independent member and can 

serve in that role for no more than three years. 

https://www.ncaa.org/governance/committees/ncaa-board-governors


The change to the board composition is effective Aug. 1, 2019, if adopted 

at the 2019 NCAA Convention. 

Working Groups Rosters 
Rosters 

• Nonscholastic basketball 

• NBA-related issues 

• Recruiting 

• Apparel companies 

• Enforcement, Committee on Infractions, Infractions Appeals Committee 

• Agents and advisors 

• Association-wide issues 

• Student-athlete support 

The Division I Council has developed eight working groups to address recommendations from 

the independent Commission on College Basketball. 

The groups are focusing on the four strategic areas identified by the commission: 

• Creating realistic pathways for student-athlete success. 

• Mitigating non-scholastic basketball’s harmful influence on college basketball. 

• Establishing professional, neutral investigation and adjudication of serious infractions and 

holding schools and individuals accountable. 

• Adding a significant number of public members to the NCAA Board of Governors. 
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Nonscholastic basketball 

The non-scholastic basketball group will discuss recommendations regarding event certification, 

youth basketball and recruiting. 

Name Position 

Dan Guerrero, chair Athletics director 

Kim Capriotti Faculty athletics representative 

Jim Haney Executive director 

Markus Howard Student-athlete 

Noah Knight Student-athlete 

Judy MacLeod Commissioner 

Phil Martelli Head coach 

Dawn Rogers Deputy athletics director, senior woman administrator 



Gene Smith Athletics director 

Jennifer Strawley Deputy athletics director, chief operating officer and senior woman administrator 

Mike Thomas Athletics director 

NCAA staff liaisons: Jon Duncan, NCAA vice president of enforcement; Dan Gavitt, NCAA 

senior vice president of basketball. 

NBA-related issues 

The group addressing NBA-related issues will discuss the one-and-done rule and additional 

draft flexibility for men’s basketball student-athletes. 

Name Position 

Val Ackerman, chair Commissioner 

Paul Brazeau Senior associate commissioner 

Jeffrey Hathaway Athletics director 



Dan Leibovitz Associate commissioner 

Bernard Muir Athletics director 

Paul Schlickmann Athletics director 

NCAA staff liaison: Dan Gavitt, NCAA senior vice president of basketball. 

Recruiting 

The recruiting working group will discuss recommendations from the National Association of 

Basketball Coaches regarding recruiting and coach interaction with recruits/student-athletes. 

Name Position Organization 

Jeffrey Hathaway, chair Athletics director Hofstra 

Val Ackerman Commissioner Big East 

Ross Bjork Athletics director Ole Miss 

Paul Brazeau Senior associate commissioner ACC 



Kim Capriotti Faculty athletics representative Jacksonville 

Dan Guerrero Athletics director UCLA 

Jim Haney Executive director National Association of Basketball Coaches 

Markus Howard Student-athlete Marquette 

Phil Martelli Head coach Saint Joseph’s 

Bernard Muir Athletics director Stanford 

Judy Rose Athletics director Charlotte 

Bill Self Head coach Kansas 

Gene Smith Athletics director Ohio St. 

Mike Thomas Athletics director Cleveland St. 



Kevin Vannatta Student-athlete UNC Asheville 

NCAA staff liaisons: Dan Gavitt, NCAA senior vice president of basketball; Charnele Kemper, 

NCAA director of academic and membership affairs. 

Apparel companies 

The apparel companies group will focus on financial transparency, apparel company 

transparency, contractual obligations and school agreements. 

Name Position 

Grace Calhoun, chair Athletics director 

Joe Castiglione Athletics director 

Blake James Athletics director 

Rob Mullens Athletics director 

Jack Swarbrick Athletics director 



Scott Woodward Athletics director 

NCAA staff liaisons: JoAn Scott, NCAA managing director of men’s basketball; Chris Termini, 

NCAA managing director of championships. 

Enforcement, Committee on Infractions, Infractions 
Appeals Committee 

The working group will discuss recommendations regarding complex cases, core punishments 

and fines. 

Name Position Organization 

Greg Christopher, 
chair 

Athletics director Xavier 

Robin Harris Executive director Ivy League 

Chad Hawley Associate commissioner Big Ten 

Amy Huchthausen Commissioner America East 

Patti Ohlendorf Vice president for legal affairs Texas 



Larry Parkinson Director 
Office of Enforcement for the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission 

Steve Perez Faculty athletics representative Sacramento St. 

Allison Rich 
Senior associate athletics director, senior 
woman administrator 

Princeton 

Dave Roberts Special advisor to the president Southern California 

Greg Sankey Commissioner SEC 

John Wildhack Athletics director Syracuse 

NCAA staff liaison: Donald Remy, NCAA executive vice president of law, policy and 

governance. 

Agents and advisors 

The agents and advisors working group will discuss agent certification, meaningful assessments 

of professional athletics opportunities for student-athletes, and the appointment of a new NCAA 

vice president position to develop meaningful standards in this area, among other things. 

Name Position 



David Benedict, co-chair Athletics director 

Brad Hostetter, co-chair Associate commissioner 

Mitch Barnhart Athletics director 

Warde Manuel Athletics director 

Brian Shannon Faculty athletics representative 

Lynn Swann Athletics director 

Carla Wilson Athletics director 

NCAA staff liaisons: Felicia Martin, NCAA vice president of the Eligibility Center; Dave Schnase, 

NCAA vice president of academic and membership affairs. 

Association-wide issues 

The working group will discuss adding independent members to the Board of Governors and 

developing an annual certification of compliance process for Division I members. 



Name Position 

Ronald K. Machtley, chair President 

Jeff Docking, co-chair President 

Glen Jones, co-chair President 

Other members TBD   

NCAA staff liaisons: Terri Gronau, NCAA vice president of Division II; Bob Williams, NCAA 

senior vice president of communications. 

  

Student-athlete support 

This subject will be handled by the Division I Committee on Academics. To address the 

commission’s recommendations, the committee will discuss supporting students, including the 

creation of a degree-completion fund. 

Name Position 



John J. DeGioia, chair President 

Jeri Beggs Faculty athletics representative 

Jacqueline Blackett Senior associate athletics director, senior woman administrator 

Frank Bonner President 

Jerry Bovee Athletics director 

Greg Burke Athletics director 

Carolyn Callahan Faculty athletics representative 

Manoj Chopra Faculty athletics representative 

Beth DeBauche Commissioner 

Ursula Gurney Deputy athletics director, senior woman administrator 



Rhonda Hatcher Faculty athletics representative 

Eric Hall Faculty athletics representative 

Dianne Harrison President 

Jennifer Heppel Commissioner 

Genese Lavalais Associate athletics director for academics, senior woman administrator 

Karen Paisley Faculty athletics representative 

Joe Scogin Senior associate athletics director/assistant provost 

Nicole Sherwin Student-athlete 

Lynn Thompson Athletics director 

Kurt Zorn Associate vice provost 



NCAA staff liaisons: Katrice Albert, NCAA executive vice president of inclusion and human 

resources; Dave Schnase, NCAA vice president of academic and membership affairs. 

 

A LOOK BACK 

The NCAA took swift action to implement recommended changes. 

• April 24-25, 2018 

Commission presented recommendations to Board of Governors and other NCAA leaders. 

• April 25, 2018 

Division I Council Coordination Committee approved rosters for working groups and adjunct members of standing 

committees. 

• June 11-13, 2018 

Division I Council and standing committees met to develop legislation. 

• Aug. 1, 2018 

Division I Council made legislative and policy recommendations to the Division I Board. 

• Aug. 7, 2018 

Board of Governors and DI Board of Directors met jointly to consider Association-wide policy and legislative 

recommendations. 

• Aug. 8, 2018 

Division I Board of Directors met to take action on DI-specific legislation. 

 


