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On behalf of the Arizona Interscholastic Association and our member 

schools, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the High School Sports 

Officiating Experience!!  Our "The me" for individuals who  choose to 

be a part of this exciting avocation is WALK WORTHY IN THE 

UNIFORM. This encompasses integrity, professionalism, and the 

individual quest for excellence in preparation and performance . 

 

This handbook has been developed to provide you with information 

regarding requirements and regulations that impact our officials.  

Please take the time to read this manual thoroughly and familiarize 

yourself with the philosophies, policies and procedures contained 

herein.  

 

You ARE a part of the educational experience of our student athletes, 

and your commitment and dedication to high school sports in 

Arizona is deeply appreciated.  

 

 

 

  

 

Experience Excellence as an AIA  
High School Sports Official!!  

 

Gary Whelchel  

State Commissioner of Officials  

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF THE HIGH 
CALLING THAT IS OFFICIATING HIGH SCHOOL 

SPORTS 
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MAJOR HANDBOOK REVISIONS  

 

MAJOR CHANGES FROM THE 2016-2017 HANDBOOK 

 

 
 

Section 13.5.3: Removed the restriction for an official to work back-to-back state 

championships when that assignment is in different conference or 

division than the previous year. 

 
Section 16.7.2: Added Beach Volleyball uniform requirements 
 
Section 17:  Soccer ɀ Cleaned up the verbiage on overtime procedure.  No  
   changes to the actual procedure. 
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SECTION 1 
AIA EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob Holiday, 3A Conference Representative ï President 

 

Herman House, 6A Conference Representative ï Vice President 

 

Mark Cisterna,  5A Conference Representative 

 

Jeannine Brandel, 4A  Conference Representative 

 

Mark Showers,  2A Conference Representative 

 

Mark Goodman, 1A Conference Representative 

 

Dr. Camille Casteel, Arizona School Administrators 

 

Travis Udahl, AdvancED   

 

Mike Fowler, AIAAA  

 

Mike DeLaO, Arizona School Boards Association 

 

 

Harold Slemmer, Ed. D., Executive Director 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AIA MISSION STATEMENT 

 
CREATE AND SUSTAIN AN ETHICAL CULTURE THROUGH 
ACTIVITIES THAT ENCOURAGES MAXIMUM STUDENT 

PARTICIPATION BY PROVIDING AIA MEMBER SCHOOLS WITH AN 
EVEN PLAYING FIELD TO ENSURE FAIR AND EQUITABLE 

COMPETITION IN INTERSCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES. 
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SECTION 2             
OFFICIALS DEPARTMENT STAFF 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
    

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David Hines 

Executive 

Director  

Gary Whelchel 

State 

Commissioner of 

Officials 

Jeanie Kosower 

Assistant 

Commissioner of 

Officials 

 

Marie Espino 

Officials 

Department 

Assistant 
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SECTION 3 
COMMISSIONERS 
 

 
State Commissioner of Officials 

Gary Whelchel 

gwhelchel@aiaonline.org 

 

Assistant Commissioner of Officials 

Jeanie Kosower 

  602-385-3818 

jkosower@aiaonline.org 

 

Officials Department Assistant 

      Marie Espino 

    602-385-3817 

   mespino@aiaonline.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Area  Area  Commissioners  Phone Numbers 

 
 

Phx Metro JEANIE KOSOWER   Bus: 602-385-3818 
  7007 N 18th St   Fax:  602-385-3780 

Phoenix, AZ., 85022-5525  jkosower@aiaonline.org 

 

Tucson  DAVID WHATTON   Cell:  520-343-5240 
Sierra Vista 8531 N. Yellowstone Ave.  dwhatton@aiaonline.org 
  Oro Valley, AZ., 85704   

  (Football-Soccer-Wrestling-Softball) 

 

Tucson  STEVE GANSON  Cell:  520-404-7270 
Sierra Vista 9061 E. Lester    
  Tucson, AZ 85715   sganson@aiaonline.org 

  (Volleyball-Basketball-Baseball) 

 

Nav/Hopi Res NEIL YAZZIE    Cell: 928-606-9331 
 P.O. Box  3927       

 Tuba City, AZ, 86045    nyazzie@aiaonline.org  

      

 

CG/Yuma GARY SCHWARTZ   Cell:  602-818-2814 
Thatcher 1214 East Drake Street 
Globe Area Tempe, AZ., 85238   gschwartz@aiaonline.org 

   
   

Flagstaff/Page MIKE GILLESPIE   Cell:  602-309-7443 
White Mtns P.O. Box 31314    

 Nav/Hopi Res Flagstaff, AZ 86003   mgillespie@aiaonline.org 

Lake Havasu 

Parker 

Kingman/Bullhead 

Prescott Area     
 

(Refer to Section 21 for a complete listing of schools covered by each commissioner) 

mailto:sganson@aiaonline.org
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EVALUATORS  

 

John McDonnell ï Basketball/Football 

Dennis Meadows ï Baseball 

John Enroth ï Soccer 

       
 

 

ARIZONA INTERSCHOLASTIC ASSOCIATION  

 
 

www.aiaonline.org 

7007 North 18th Street 

Phoenix, Arizona, 85020 

 

602-385-3817   

602-385-3818  (Jeanie) 

 

Fax: 602-385-3780 
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SECTION 4 
AREA COMMISSIONERSȭ RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
 
 

An Area Commissioner for the Arizona Interscholastic Association is an essential component of the overall 

officiating program throughout their respective area.  The Area Commissioner is an active force in providing 

direction and resources in the process of recruiting, training, assignments, and evaluation of officials. 
 

The scope of responsibilities of the Area Commissioners fall into three categories: 

 
 

 

4.1: LEADERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES  

 
1. Set a positive officiating environment 

2. Actively recruit and encourage retention of officials 

3. Communicate and interpret AIA Officials Handbook 

4. Establish sports committees to provide input and recommendations 

5. Evaluate officials 

6. Establish an observers program to assist in evaluations 

7. Be available and accessible to schools and officials 

8. Recommend officials to the State Commissioner for State Tournament consideration 

9. Assist the State Commissioner, when requested, in State Tournament activities 

10. Be a liaison between the officials and member schools 

11. Provide advice and suggestions to the State Commissioner 
 

 

4.2 ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITIES  
 

1. Assign officials to high school athletic contests 

2. Consider recommendations from local officials associations and groups to establish the most 

effective assigning format/structure for each sport 

3. Assure, to the maximum extent possible, that assignments reflect the best interests of the student 

athletes, schools, and officials to minimize conflicts of any kind ï including conflicts of interest 

4. Provide assignments to schools and officials at least two weeks in advance of contests, when feasible 

5. Communicate and document all assignments and changes to the officials, schools, and AIA data base 

6. Coordinate rules meetings and clinics for area officials 

7. Provide a web page for area officials  

8. Disseminate AIA information (Books, patches, etc.) 

 

4.3 BY-LAW RESPONSIBILITIES  (Article 18.9)  
 

18.9.1 Area Commissioners shall report all misconduct of officials, school personnel, students and 

spectators to the Commissioner of Officials. 

18.9.2 Whenever possible, controversies involving school personnel, students or spectators and misconduct 

of officials shall be handled by the Area Commissioner, with a complete report to the Commissioner 

of Officials. 

18.9.3 Area decisions or rulings may be appealed to the Commissioner of Officials.  Controversies that 

cannot be resolved at the area level shall be referred to the Commissioner of Officials. 

18.9.4 Misconduct of officials will also be handled by Area Commissioners whenever possible, with advice 

and consent of the local committee for that particular sport. 

18.9.5 Any decisions reached (including any disciplinary action to be taken) must have the approval and 

consent of the Commissioner of Officials before any action is to be taken by the Area Commissioner. 

 

 

The Area Commissioners report directly to the State Commissioner, and have been given authority by the State 

Commissioner to administrate officiating matters in their area.  Officials are to follow the chain of command in their 

officiating area prior to contacting the State Office regarding any issue. 
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SECTION 5 
STATE RULE INTERPRETERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BASEBALL  Dennis Meadows  Day:  602-316-5111 

   

 

 BASKETBALL   Gary Whelchel  Day:  602-385-3816 
   NFHS National Rules Committee 

 

 

 FOOTBALL  Don Cerimeli  Cell: 602-550-0107 
               NFHS National Rules Committee 

              Tyler Cerimeli   Cell: 480-285-8825 

 
    

 TRACK Dave Shapiro  Day: 602-385-3810 

       (AIA Office)  
                

 

 

 VOLLEYBALL  Bev Nielsen   Cell:  480-861-4099 

  NFHS National Rules Committee Eve:  480-833-8844 

    

  

 WRESTLING  Mark Panepinto  Cell:   602-418-4957 

 

  

 

 SOCCER John Enroth   Cell: 602-549-7885 

    

  

  

 SOFTBALL  Paul Garabedian  Cell: 978-621-6334 

 

  

 SPIRIT Kris Gui    Day:  602-385-3810 

       (AIA Office)  

 

 

 SWIMMING  Art Grammer   Day:  602-358-9755 
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SECTION 6 
OFFICIALS REGISTRATION 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
6.1: REGISTRATION GUIDELINES  

 

AIA officials, with the exception of new officials, must register on or before August 1st.   
 

6.2: REGISTRATION FEES     (Non ï Refundable) 

 
  Registration Fee      $40.00  (Base Fee) 

Each Sport $40.00 

Interstate Reciprocity $40.00 

Late Fee (After Aug 1) $40.00  (Except NEW Officials and Track/Swim Officials) 
  

6.3 ASSIGNING FEE 
  

 A  $1.00 Per Game Assigning Fee will be deducted via RefPay. 
 

6.4 AIA OFFICIALS ID CARD  
 

This card is available to ACTIVE officials registered for a sport.  Officials MUST order by November 1st from 

their Dashboard page.  This is not mandatory but is the responsibility of the officials to place the order.  It is 

NOT automatic. 
 

6.5: REGISTRATION FORM      (AIA By-Law 18.1.1) 
 

The AIA registration form MUST be filled out in its entirety, and MUST be signed.  Your AVAILABILITY 

is to be completed on your on-line profile page.  If your availability changes, you must notify your Area 

Commissioner immediately, and update your AIA profile page. ALL REGISTRANTS MUST ENTER A 

VALID FINGERPRINT CARD UPON REGISTRATION (We also accept CCP cards and Crimshield 

Background Check Cards). The State Commissioner may decline any registrant when it is determined not to 

be in the best interests of the AIA. 
 

6.6: RENEWAL NOTICES  
 

RENEWAL NOTICES are sent from the AIA bulk e-mail system to the e-mail address on file of each ñeligible 

to renewò official. The AIA is not responsible for non-delivery of such notices. FAILURE TO RECEIVE A 

RENEWAL NOTICE WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AS A REASON FOR FAILURE TO PAY RENEWAL 

FEES ON TIME! 
 

6.7: INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR STATUS     (AIA By -Law 18.2) 
 

The working relationship of an official with the AIA is that of an independent contractor.  Officials are 

responsible for compliance with IRS regulations. Schools are responsible for any Form 1099 distributions for 

regular season contests NOT paid through REFPAY.  REFPAY, on our behalf, will distribute Form 1099 for 

assignments paid through REFPAY. 

 

 

 

The Arizona Interscholastic Association (AIA) is a 503c Non-Profit organization composed of a 
voluntary membership of Arizona High Schools. The AIA utilizes officials as independent contractors 
to officiate athletic contests for member schools, and chooses to use individuals it selects for that 

purpose.  There is no guarantee of game assignments to any official upon registration. 
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SECTION 7 
CODES OF ETHICS AND CONDUCT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

7.1: OFFICIALS CODE OF ETHICS  

 
Schools have entrusted officials to assist them in the educational development of their youth through athletics.  

The proper operation of such a process requires that officials be independent, impartial, and responsible to the 

people they serve. 

 

In recognition of these expectations, it shall be the responsibility of an official to follow the directions provided 

in the following Officialôs Code of Ethics.  Violation of the Code of Ethics will be a violation of AIA Bylaws 

and may result in a sanction to the offending party. 

 
 

AN OFFICIAL SHALL:  

 
¶ Place the welfare of the individual athlete above all other considerations.   

 

¶ Maintain confidence and control from start of an assignment to finish. 

 

¶ Devote time, thought and study to the rules of the game and the mechanics necessary to carry out these 

rules so that one may render effective and creditable service in a fair and unbiased manner.   

 

¶ Work with fellow officials and the State Association in a spirit of harmony and cooperation in spite of 

differences of opinion that may arise during debate of points or rules at issue.   

 

¶ Resist every temptation and outside pressure to use oneôs position as an official to benefit oneself.   

 

¶ Under all circumstances avoid promoting the special interest of any person or group of persons other 

than the athletes we serve. 

 

¶ Constantly uphold the honor and dignity of the avocation in all personal conduct and relations with the 

student athletes, coaches, athletic directors, school administrators, colleagues, and the public and to be 

a worthy example to the athletes under oneôs jurisdiction.   

 

¶ Be prepared both physically and mentally, dress according to expectations, and maintain a proper 

appearance that is befitting the importance of the contest. 

 

¶ Remember and recognize that it is important to honor contracts regardless of possible inconvenience 

or financial loss. 

 

¶ Not make statements to the news media critical of any school administrator, school, team, coach, player, 

other game official or the AIA. 

 

¶ Not smoke or use any form of tobacco on or in the vicinity of the playing area, nor drink any alcoholic 

beverages or use any drugs on the day of the contest. 

 

 

 

THE RULES ARE JUST INK ON PAPER  
 

Without us, they are easily bent and 
broken.  We relish the challenge of using 

them to craft a game fairly played  
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The Officiating Department of the Arizona Interscholastic Association 
serves its member schools by providing officials for all sporting events. 
It would be unethical and against the AIA By-Laws for officials to solicit 
games and/or tournaments through the schools directly. 

¶ Carry a responsibility to act in a manner becoming to a professional person.  The conduct of any official 

influences the attitudes of the public toward the profession in general as well as toward the official in 

particular.   

 

¶ WHEN OBSERVING A GAME AS A FAN, DO NOT PUBLICLY CRITICIZE OR DEMEAN 

OFFICIALS AS THEY OFFICIATE AN ATHLETIC CONTEST.  

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.2: COACHES CODE OF ETHICS 

 

Schools have entrusted coaches to provide the educational development of their youth through athletic 

and/or activities. 

 

In recognition of these expectations, it shall be the responsibility of a coach to follow the directions 

provided in the following Coaches Code of Ethics.  Violations of the first two items may result in a 

sanction to the offending school.   

 

 

A COACH SHALL:  

 

¶ Abide by the National Federation and AIA rules in both spirit and letter. 

 

¶ Not make statements to the news media critical of any school administrator, school team, coach, player, 

game official or the AIA. 

 

 

A COACH SHOULD:  

 

¶ Cooperate with others in the field of education. 

 

¶ Exemplify behavior that is a credit to the teaching profession.   

 

¶ Exercise patience, tolerance and diplomacy in relations with all layers 

and co-workers, game officials, and spectators.   

 

¶ Adhere to high ideals of sportsmanship:  quality of cooperation, 

courage, unselfishness and self-control; desires for clean, healthful 

living; and respect for wise discipline and authority. 

 

¶ Support all reasonable moves to improve athletic conditions, to provide 

for adequate equipment, and to promote the welfare of an increased 

number of participants.   

 

¶ Demonstrate high ideals, good habits and desirable attitudes in professional behavior, and demand the 

same standards of the players.   
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SECTION 8 
PURSUING VICTORY WITH HONOR PROGRAM 

 
 

 

 
The Pursuing Victory With Honor program is the signature sportsmanship program of 

the AIA, blending into the fabric of interscholastic sports in Arizona. 

 

 

 

 

8.1: MISSION STATEMENT  

 

The AIA Pursuing Victory With Honor initiative creates an environment in Arizona where the student-athlete, 

coach, official and spectator is committed to ñPursuing Victory With Honorò and to teamwork through the six 

pillars of the program: 

 

 

 

 TRUSTWORTHINESS ï RESPECT - RESPONSIBILITY  
 

 FAIRNESS ï CARING ï CITIZENSHIP  
 
 

 

8.2: OBJECTIVES 
 

¶ To develop a comprehensive, pervasive and sustaining AIA ñPursuing Victory With Honorò initiative. 

¶ To encourage all AIA member schools in ñPursuing Victory With Honorò through character development in 

athletics and activities. 

¶ To establish character development expectations for the AIA student-athletes, coaches, administrators, 

officials, and spectators. 

¶ To develop standards of accountability for all AIA member schools, student-athletes, coaches, administrators, 

and spectators. 

¶ To implement a program of assessment and accountability of the AIA ñPursuing Victory With Honorò initiative 

for all participating member schools. 

¶ To incorporate community outreach as a part of the character development outreach for youth sports and 

activities. 

¶ To establish a clearinghouse of information and research for member schools to affect character traits, educate 

people on character principles, and develop initiatives for character education 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTEGRITY IS PARAMOUNT  

BE A SHINING EXAM PLE!  

WHAT YOU PERMIT ï YOU PROMOTE!!  
 

 



-  - 18 

SECTION 9 
SPORTSMANSHIP 

 

 

 
 

9.1: SPORTSMANSHIP RULE  (AIA By -Law Article 16.3) 
 

9.1.1 Ejection of Coach or Player  
 

If the actions of a coach/player become unsportsmanlike, the official shall warn that a continuation of 

unsportsmanlike conduct will result in ejection from the contest. When a coach is ejected from a contest, a 

properly constituted school administrator or assistant coach shall direct and supervise the team during the 

remainder of the contest.  If no properly constituted school administrator or assistant coach is available to direct 

the team, the official shall declare the contest a forfeit. 
 
 

An official shall not be hasty in his decision, and allow the coach time to correct his 

conduct.  After ejection from a contest, a coach shall immediately vacate the premises. 

Players remain on the bench. 

 

OFFICIALS A RE TO SEND AN EJECTION REPORT, VIA FAX OR E -

MAIL, TO THEIR AREA COMMISSIONER AND THE AIA STATE 
OFFICE WITHIN 12 HOURS FOLLOWING THE CONTEST . 

 

 

Football, baseball, softball, and soccer premises include the entire fields and seating area.  The coach shall not 

be allowed to remain inside the park to watch the game.  In basketball, wrestling and volleyball, the premises 

include the entire area of the contestants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

9.1.2 Penalties for Ejection  
 

A coach or player ejected from a contest for any reason shall be subject to the following without appeal: 

 

9.1.2.1 First Ejection   Ineligible for the next contest at that level of competition an all other contests during 

that interim at any level. 

9.1.2.2 Second Ejection   Ineligible for the next two contests at that level of competition and all other 

contests during that interim at any level. 
 

9.1.2.3 Third Ejection    A similar infraction of Article 16, Section 16.3, Paragraph 16.3.1 of the AIA 

Constitution and Bylaws by the same person during the same season will result in cessation of the 

season for the player or coach ejected. 
 

9.1.2.4 End-of-Season Ejection   If a penalty is imposed at the end of the sport season and no contests 

remain, the penalty shall be enforced at the beginning of the subsequent season of competition in 

which the coach or player participates, regardless of the sport.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIALS ARE TO INFORM GAME MANAGEMENT  
OF ANY EJECTIONS, BUT ARE NOT TO INTERPRET  

THE RULE, NOR INSTRUCT ANYONE AS TO THE  
CONSEQUENCES OF THE EJECTION. OFFICIALS  
MAY NOT OVERULE OR ERASE ANY EJECTION.  

ANY PERSON EJECTED FROM A CONTEST SHALL NOT 
PARTICIPATE FOR THE REMAINDER OF THAT GAME.  

EJECTION FROM A TOURNAMENT GAME RESULTS IN NON -
PARTICIPATION FOR THE NEXT SCHEDULED GAME IN THE  
TOURNAMENT,OR IF LAST GAME OF THE TOURNAMENT - 

FOR THE NEXT SCHEDULED GAME 
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9.1.3 Leaving The Bench Area   
 

 POINT OF EMPHASIS FOR THE 2017 ï 2018 SCHOOL YEAR 
 Please follow these guidelines as written if team benches empty: 

 

When individuals (including coaches, non-playing contestants and non-participating school personnel) 

leave their teamôs bench area to initiate a confrontation, or during an altercation in progress, the 

following shall occur without appeal: 
 

1. The contest officials shall eject any person they determine to be in violation of Article 16, 

Section 16.3, Paragraph 16.3.2 of the AIA  Constitution and Bylaws.  (Leaving Bench Area) 
 

2. The contest officials may terminate the contest. 
 

¶ If the contest is terminated, the team(s) that left the bench area must forfeit the contest 

and record a loss. 

¶ If the contest is terminated during a tournament or post-season play, the offending team(s) 

will be removed from further tournament competition. 
 

3. Further penalties may be imposed against the offending team(s)  by the AIA Executive Board, 

as set forth in Article 16, Section 16.1 of the AIA Constitution and Bylaws.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.2: PRE-GAME SPORTSMANSHIP AWARENESS 
 

The Arizona Interscholastic Association stresses the importance of sportsmanship throughout all activities.  To 

bring the display of sportsmanship to a heightened level during athletic contests, officials are to remind 

participants of their responsibility to play the game fairly, by the rules, and to embrace the principles of 

sportsmanship  and Pursuing Victory With Honor throughout the contest. 

 

The reminder to participants is to take place during the pre-game meeting of the captains. 
 

The reminder to the coaching staff is to occur during the pre-game meeting with the coaches. 
 

The following statement is to be articulated to the captains and the coaches prior to the start of the contest 

 
 

 

 

 

SPORTSMANSHIP PRE-GAME MESSAGE 
 

 The highest potential in sports is achieved when ALL participants are committed to Pursuing 
Victory With Honor, and everyone embodies the six core pillars of Respect, Trustworthiness, 

Responsibility, Caring, Fairness, and Citizenship. Please share with your coaches and fellow 
players that this game will be played under these guidelines, and any acts of unsporting 

behavior will not be tolerated.  Thank You! 
 

 
 

 

 

THE AIA EJECTION RULE IS A TOOL FOR 
OFFICIALS TO USE TO CONTROL 

SPORTSMANSHIP.  EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE 
EXCERCISED PRIOR TO ANY EJECTION TO KEEP 

THE GAME UNDER CONTROL.  
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SECTION 10 
/&&)#)!,3ȭ 2%30/.3)"),)4)%3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

10.1: TRAINING REQUIREMENTS  - MANDATORY MEETINGS  
 

 
  

Certified Officials  

 

 

Level 2-3-5 

 

 

Level 4 - Beginners 

 

Scrimmage  

(Certified)  

 

 

Football 

Volleyball 

Basketball 

Soccer 

Wrestling 

Softball 

Baseball 

 

 

 

 

The AIA ONLY requires registered officials to attend the Opening 

Meeting for each sport (Kickoff, Tip Off, First Pitch, etc). 

 

ALTHOUGH NOT MANDATORY, WE HIGHLY ENCOURAGE 

ATTENDANCE AT LOCAL OFFICIALS MEETINGS AND 

TRAININGS WHERE AND WHEN AVAILABLE.   

Attendance at these trainings MAY be used for the purpose of 

scheduling state playoff games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Required in 

all sports 

when 

available 

 

 

 

10.1.1 Testing 
 

Officials are required to individually take the NFHS exam, either open book in a classroom setting, or 

via our on-line testing program provided by NFHS ï when applicable. Test results shall apply to 

the officialôs classification for the following school year (Section 14.1).  Certified officials must 

maintain a score of 90% to be considered to officiate in state tournaments (Section 13.6.1).  TEST 

DATES WILL BE ANNOUNCED. 
 

 

10.1.2 On Line Testing 
 

The AIA utilizes the NFHS National Online Testing Program for all sports.  Paper tests are no longer 

used except for make-up testing purposes.  Information on how to access this testing program and the 

available testing windows will be made public at each sports opening meetings. 

 

EXPECTATIONS OF AIA OFFICIALS 
 

Be A Positive Part Of The High School Educational Experience 
Be Educated On Proper High School Rules And Mechanics 

Be Connected To Our Theme, Mission, And Philosophy 
Be Part Of The Process To Improve Sportsmanship 

Meet The Training And Testing Requirements 
Be Communicative ς Be Approachable 

Be Consistent ς Be Prepared 
Use the PVWH Program  

Be Friendly ς Be Fair 
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10.2: ADDITIONAL TRAINING REQUIREMENTS  
 

The State Commissioner has approved the MINIMUM requirements, and failure to satisfy 

them will  influence regular season assignments, and render the official INELIGIBLE fo r 

state tournament consideration. 

 

The State Commissioner must approve any variances from the established criteria. 
 

10.3: AVAILABILITY FORMS  
 

Officials must complete and submit their availability on their AIA profile page, and then keep it updated.  It 

shall be the officialsô responsibility to inform the Area Commissioner of any changes in availability 

immediately.  Assignments cannot be made until the availability is entered.   

 

CERTIFIED OFFICIALS MUST HAVE AVAILABILITY UPDATED ONE 
MONTH PRIOR TO THE START OF STATE TOURNAMENTS 

 

 

10.4: COMMITMENT TO ASSIGNMENTS  
 

Officials receive game assignments from their Area Commissioners.  These game assignments have been made 

based upon availability noted on the profile page. It is imperative that officials honor game assignments, or 

follow the Turn Back Procedure outlined in Section 13.2. 

 

10.5: PERSONAL APPEARANCE 
 

Officials shall maintain a professional appearance at all times.  Hair shall be kept clean and presentable.  Hair 

shall not impair vision.  Neatly trimmed mustaches and beards are permissible.   

 

10.6: CONTEST CHECKLIST  

 
  The following is a simple checklist that officials are expected to follow when accepting assignments for the 

Arizona Interscholastic Association: 

 

) Contact school AND partner to confirm assignment 

) Arrive in a timely manner 

) Pre-game with coaches and players the AIA Sportsmanship message 

) Officiate the contest according to National Federation Rules, and use National 

Federation Mechanics 

 

 

10.7: UPDATING PERSONAL INFORMATION  
 

 

It is imperative that officials keep the AIA Officiating Office updated regarding personal 

information, INCLUDING PHONE NUMBERS!   Assignments are e-mailed.  Proper and 

current information must be maintained to insure that the assignments are received. 

 

 

10.8: PRE-GAME COMMUNICATIONS  
 

An official must call the head official at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled contest.  The head 

official shall be responsible for travel arrangements.  If no word has been received from the officials, the head 

official must contact those assigned.  Lack of pre-contest communication should be noted on the officials rating 

form. 
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10.9: INCLEMENT WEATHER  
 

Listed below are the recommended procedures to consider when inclement weather occurs during a 

contest 

 

If there is any doubt that a contest might not be played, the official shall call the host school or the 

Commissionerôs office.   
 

The safety of athletes (participants), spectators, coaches, athletic directors, school personnel, and all others 

present at an athletic contest must be the first and foremost concern to the contest officials, the building 

administrators and/or their designee. 
 

¶ When an interscholastic contest has been scheduled and dangerous playing conditions exist or severe 

weather is anticipated, the following should be considered: 
 

Prior to beginning an athletic contest when severe weather is anticipated, the head contest official and the 

principals of each school, or their designees, will meet to review the suspension and/or postponement procedures.  
This would include any playing rulebook coverage.   
 

The host school administrator will be responsible for informing contest officials, visiting school administrators 
and, if applicable, the individual responsible for public address announcements of designated shelter areas. 
   
If severe weather conditions develop, the host team building administrator and the head contest official will notify 

coaches, school administrators and, if applicable, the individual responsible for public address announcements 

that the possibility of abrupt suspension of play exists. 
   
If severe weather conditions persist, the contest should be suspended immediately.  Participants, spectators, and 
all personnel involved with the contest will be advised to ñtake cover.ò   

If any life-threatening condition occurs (lightning, wind, rain, etc.), play should be suspended immediately and 

predetermined directions to safe locations should be announced.   
 

¶ When a suspension of a contest occurs, consider the following:  
 

If the suspension is 45 minutes or greater, resuming at a later date should be considered. 

 

Prior to resuming play following a suspension, all administrators and officials must meet and agree that weather 
conditions are safe for resumption.  If any administrator or official votes against resuming, the suspension shall 

continue. 

 
If play is to be resumed, ample warm-up is given. 

 

 

10.10: SCHOOL VIOLATIONS  

  

When reporting a violation involving a school, the report must be made to the AIA office immediately 

following the contest.  The report must also be in writing to the Area Commissioner.  Constructive criticism, 

ejections, or conduct of school personnel should also be reported to the Commissioner in writing.  Upon receipt 

of the report, the Commissioner shall investigate.   

 

10.11: HEARINGS 
 

In the event of a hearing, all game officials and school personnel must submit a written report concerning the 

incident(s). The Commissioner will determine when a hearing is necessary.   

 

10.12: PERFORMANCE AND CONDUCT OF OFFICIALS  
 

Officials are expected to perform in accordance with the recognized standards and manuals developed for 

officiating.  

 

10.13: BREACH OF CONTRACT  

 

An official or replacement that does not honor a contract assignment or follow the turn back procedure may 

lose existing or future contest assignments, or be fined the contest fee.  Such a fine shall be paid within fourteen 

(14) days from the breach of contract.  (AIA By-Laws 18.4.1).  Post season assignments will also be affected. 
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10.14: GAME FEES 
 

Officials shall not be permitted to negotiate fees or mileage. The only fees permitted are 

printed in the Sports Officials Handbook and the AIA Constitution and Bylaws.  Officials 

shall receive one (1) fee per contest.  (Sec. 11.1) 

EXCEPTION FOR INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENTS:  Area Commissioners shall be 

allowed to negotiate with Host Schools to set a fee for an Invitational Tournament.   

 

10.15: PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS  

 

Physical examinations are not required.  It is highly recommended that each official have a thorough physical 

examination annually. 

 

10.16: UNIFORMS 

  

 Officials shall purchase and maintain their uniforms and equipment.   Officials will be required to wear the 

uniform as indicated in the approved National Federation Rules publication for each sport. There may be 

modifications to uniform requirements approved by the State Commissioner (Refer to Section 16).  

OFFICIALS SELECTED TO WORK STATE TOURNAMENTS MUST WEAR UNIFORMS WITH 

EMBROIDERED PATCHES.   

 

10.17: AIA TRADEMARKED LOGO  

 

Officials shall wear the official  AIA insignia when working all AIA contests.  Other organizational patches are 

not permitted.  Failure to wear the required insignias during a contest shall result in a warning.  A second 

offense may result in loss of assignments.  THE AIA LOGO IS TRADEMARKED AND CAN ONLY BE 

WORN WHEN OFFICIATING AIA SANCTIONED EVENTS  
 

 

SECTION 16, OF THIS HANDBOOK, OUTLINES UNIFORM PATCH 
REQUIREMENTS.  These are to be followed exactly as written.  

 
 

10.18: UNCONCIOUS PLAYER  
  

 Is there a statue of limitations for enforcing the rule?   

 No statute of limitations. 
 

Do the officials have to observe the injury right after the play in question? 

 No. 

What if the coach removes the player and later an official observes that removed player is in distress?  If the 

player isnôt in the game at the time thatôs observed, does the official still have jurisdiction? 

Yes, he has jurisdiction. 

 

To invoke the rule, must an official actually see the player unconscious? 

Yes, unconscious or apparently unconscious. 

 

What is the definition of ñunconscious?ò  Whatôs the definition of ñapparently unconscious?ò   

For purposes of this rule, it includes a player who is unable to receive information and/or unable to respond 

to questions or whose responses are inappropriate. 

 

For purposes of the rule, how is ñphysicianò defined?  Any physician,ò including a foot doctor (M.D.)?  Intern?  

Dentist (DDS)? 

Any person licensed by the stateôs statues.  Yes, it may be a foot doctor.   

 

How do officials know he is a physician?  Must an ID be shown?  If so, how do officials know the ID is valid? 

Accept the signature on the signed statement. 

 

How is the physicianôs written authorization to be worded?  Can it simply be scratched on a sheet of paper or 

must it be on letterhead?   

Any type of statement releasing the player to return to that game, including date, etc. 
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10.19 MOVING GAMES DUE TO PLAYING CONDITIONS  

 

In the event that a contest must be moved, due to but not limited to health and safety concerns related to the 

playing conditions of the venue, AIA officials will ensure that prior to moving the contest that at a minimum 

the principals from each team are notified of the change and have been involved in the discussion of alternate 

venue, be it neutral or visiting team. In the case where at a minimum the principals from each school are 

unavailable, the game will be postponed until at a minimum the principals can be located. It is also 

recommended that the officials promote informing the superintendents of each school /district due to the 

financial implications of such a change. In addition, the officials will provide a written account of the facts 

surrounding the change of venue and confirming communication to the principal and/or superintendent to the 

Commissioner of Officials within 24 hours of the completion of the contest.  

 

10.20:  EVALUATIONS  
 

Each official is responsible for initiating the evaluation process,  and being involved in mentoring programs to 

enhance their own officiating experience. Evaluations play a vital role in THREE areas: 
 

 

10.20.1.1.1 Self Improvement 
 

Evaluations are an essential tool to assist an official in improvement. They are positive recognitions of a job 

well done as well as an indicator of areas that need attention.  When applied properly, the evaluation instrument 

can be a guide to developing an officiating style that is in line with the National Federation Rule Book, 

Mechanics Manual, the AIA Officials Handbook, as well as accepted and adopted practices locally. 
 

 

10.20.1.1.2 Advancement to the next level 
 

For an official with the AIA to advance from one level to the next, acquisition of completed evaluations from 

coaches, observers, and certified officials is a must.  These evaluations should be funneled through the local 

sports officials associations and the observing programs they have in place, and the Area Commissioners, so 

that a fair assessment of the officialôs ability can be made and a quality decision can be arrived at as to 

classification for the following year.  Suggestions for acquiring evaluations: 
 

a. Give an evaluation form, with a self-addressed stamped envelope, to coaches prior to the contest asking them to complete 

and mail it.  

b. Request observations from certified officials, observers, and Area Commissioners 
c. Become part of a Mentoring Program (Required in some areas) 

 
  

10.20.2 Selection for State Tournaments and Regional Playoffs 
 

Section 13.6.1 of the Officials Handbook, outlines the minimum requirements for consideration to officiate in 

the State Tournament.  Once these requirements have been met, and the officialôs name has been added to the 

ñpoolò, the selection process is based heavily upon evaluations - including performance and positioning from 

the previous yearôs tournament; recommendations from Area Commissioners, local associations, observers; 

and coaches input from their evaluations. 
 

 

10.21 PRE-GAME PROTOCOL  

 

 Ask the home team to identify who their medical personnel that are on site. 

 That individual needs to be pointed out to you. 

 

 If there is a suspected head injury or possibility of concussion, a student can only return to play, by  Arizona 

 state statute, by a qualified medical professional - Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (DO), Medical  Doctor 

 (MD), Nurse Practitioner (NP), Physicians Assistant (PA ) or Athletic Trainer (ATC).  Ask the home 

 team to identify who their qualified  medical professional is on site (DO, MD, NP, PA, ATC).   

 If they do not have any of the above identified and on site,  then players removed from the game, for a 

 possible injury that may result in a concussion,  cannot be returned to the game. 

 

 Although the game can be played, this pre - game protocol will make it easier for you to manage re-entry 

 for possibly concussed players.  

 

Simply put - No qualified medical professional on site - no re-entry. 
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SECTION 11 
OFFICIALS FEES 

 

 

 

11.1: REGULAR SEASON FEES 
 

SPORT   VARSITY   JV/FR   
       

Football   70.00   45.00 

Volleyball  50.00 (3 of 5)  35.00 

Soccer   60.00   45.00 

Basketball  65.00   45.00 

        3-Person  50.00 (Varsity Only)   

Wrestling   63.00   45.00 

Softball   55.00   45.00 

Baseball   63.00   45.00 

Track-Swim  Starter/Clerk 50.00 

 
                

11.1.1: Officials shall receive ONE fee per contest 
 

11.1.2: Solo assigned officials will receive 1½ times the regular fee in all sports except Wrestling and Track. 

Some changes will occur up to game time.  NO solo FB assignments shall be made.   
 

11.1.3: Officials shall receive ONE fee for completing a suspended game.  (AIA By -Law 18.3.4) 
 

11.1.4: Game Fee shall be paid at site or via REF PAY. When changes occur in officials assigned to a 

contest and a school is unable to pay an official upon reporting for an assignment, the school 

administrator shall issue payment as soon as possible.  (AIA By-Law 18.3.2) 

 

OFFICIALS ARE TO OFFICIATE THE CO NTEST AND INFORM  THEIR AREA 

COMMISSIONER  IF NOT PAID.  (If School is NOT on REFPAY) 
 

11.2 WRESTLING MULTI -MEET FEE  
  

For junior varsity and freshman multi-meets, officials will be paid $45.00 for the first dual meet and $3.21 

for each additional match in the multiple. The varsity officials will be paid $63.00 for the first dual meet 

and $4.50 for each additional match in the multiple. 
 

11.3 BASEBALL/SOFTBALL DOUBLEHEADER FEE  
   

For doubleheaders, the second game fee shall be the same as the first game fee. If the first and/or second 

game of a doubleheader is not played, officials will be paid for the one game only.  

 

11.4: TOURNAMENT FEES 

 

11.4.1: State and Sectional Tournaments     
 

The following formula shall be used in determining fees to be paid for assignments to contests leading to a 

State Championship and for state finals: 
 

Sectional  and State Games 

1.25 x regular season fee 

(Example:  Football $70.00 x 1.25 = $87.50) 
 

Final State Championship Contests 

1.50 x regular season fee 

(Example:  Football $70.00 x 1.50 = $105.00) 
 

Wrestling Tournament Fees: 

             Regional/State           $5.62 per match 

             State Championship       $6.75 per match 
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11.4.2 Payment To Officials 
 

State Tournament Officials contest fees and mileage will be paid by the Arizona 

Interscholastic Association. Fees will be paid via REFPAY within 120 days of the 

completion of the tournament. 

 

Sectional and or Divisional Tournament Officials contest fees and mileage will be paid 

by the AIA .  Officials will be paid via REFPAY.  
 

Lodging and associated expenses must be approved by the State Commissioner PRIOR to 

expenditures. 

 

11.4.3: Invitational Tournaments 
 

The Area Commissioners, under the following guidelines, will make all invitational tournament assignments: 

 

¶ Host schools will send their requests for officials to their area commissioner (Certified ONLY).  Non-

Certified officials may be used by the Area Commissioner if warranted. 

¶ Host schools may request or reject certain officials.  The area commissioner will honor those requests ï 

when possible. 

¶ The host school will be responsible for direct payment to the officials assigned to the tournament unless 

arrangements have been made to disperse payment through REFPAY. 

¶ The State Commissioner will settle all negotiation issues if there is not an agreement on a fee structure for 

a tournament. 
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SECTION 12 
OFFICIALS MILEAGE 
 

 

 

 

12.1: MILEAGE RELATED  PROCEDURES 

 

 

12.1.1 Common Route Travel 

 

Commissioners, whenever possible will assign officials so  they 

travel a common route by shared transportation to contest sites.  

Commissioners will assign officials placing the proximity of 

schools and availability of officials as first consideration.  Rotation 

of officials to schools is secondary.   
  

If a common route is followed, driverôs mileage shall be paid to the 

official coming from the most distant point in relation to the contest 

site.  The remaining officials shall receive riderôs mileage rates.  In 

the event a common route cannot be followed by all officials 

working the contest, the driverôs mileage rate may be paid to 

officials coming from different directions in relation to the contest 

site.  IN ALL CASES, THE CREW CHIEF IS RESPONSIBLE 

FOR ARRANGING TRANSPORTATION!  
 

12.2.2 Mileage Payment 

 

Officialôs driver and rider mileage for varsity contest shall be compiled from AIA computer records 

at the completion of each sport season.  Mileage expense will be paid through REFPAY WITHIN 

120 DAYS OF completion of each sport season.   In the event of a substitution or change in the 

original contract, officials are required to submit the changes to the Area Commissioners office 

immediately. Any changes/substitutions not received in the Area Commissioners office before the 

completion of the sport season will result in payment of fees to the improper official(s). It shall be 

the officialôs responsibility to correct any problems that occur as a result of failure to submit any 

contract changes.  

 

 

12.2.3 Outside Area Requests 

 

Any school requesting officials other than those available in their area shall be 

assessed for the requested officialôs mileage on a game-to-game basis (paid at 

site).  Such requests for officials shall be submitted in writing to the AIA office a 

minimum of three weeks prior to the game and signed by the appropriate high 

school administrator. 

 

 

 

12.2: MILEAGE RATES  
 

12.2.1 Rural Mileage 
 

Mileage shall be paid at the established AIA rate for the driver ("2017-2018ò Year:  $0.44 per mile) 

and four (.04) cents per mile for each rider. Yearly rates shall be established by February 1 of each 

year and go into effect July 1 of said year. 
 

12.2.2 Metro Mileage 
 

Mileage reimbursement rate for officials who live in the Phoenix, Tucson, and Yuma metro area and 

who are assigned a contest in their respective metro area shall be paid a flat fee of $10.00 per 

assignment. 
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12.3: METRO SCHOOLS 
 

12.3.1: Phoenix  

 

All schools located in Area A99 ï Zones 17, 18, and 19 ï pay mileage under 

the Metro Mileage Rate.  Area A99, Zone 21 schools, pays mileage based upon 

the Rural Mileage Rate. 

 

Section 21, Page 58, shows the schools in the metro area and the Zone they are in. 
 

 

12.3.2 Tucson  

 

Academy of Tucson, Amphitheater, Alta Vista, ASDB, Canyon del Oro, Catalina, Catalina 

Foothills, Cholla, Desert Christian, Desert View, Flowing Wells, Green Fields, Immaculate 

Heart, Ironwood Ridge, Mountain View-Marana, Palo Verde, Pusch Ridge Christian Academy, 

Pueblo, Rincon, Sabino, Sahuaro, Salpointe, San Miguel, Santa Rita, St. Augustine, St. Gregory, 

Sunnyside,  Tanque Verde, Tucson. 
 

 

 

12.3.3 Yuma 

 

Cibola, Gila Ridge, Kofa, Yuma High, Yuma Catholic 
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SECTION 13 
OFFICIALS ASSIGNMENT PROCESS 
 
 

 

13.1: REGULAR SEASON ASSIGNMENTS 
 

13.1.1 Assigning Authority 
 

The Arizona Interscholastic Association assigns officials to member 

schools for all sports at all levels.  Officials may not individually 

contract with member schools to officiate athletic contests (Exception:  

Track and Swim).  The State Commissioner of Officials determines the 

process and procedure for game assignments, and authorizes the Area 

Commissioners to make regular season assignments in their area. 
 

 

13.1.2 Assigning Committees 
 

At the discretion of the Area Commissioner, officialsô assigning committees for 

each sport may be established to assist in the process.  However, the Area 

Commissioner has final approval and authority over regular season and regional 

tournament assignments. 
 

 
 

 

13.1.2.1 Web Based Assigning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13.1.2.2 E mail Address 
 

It is imperative that officials keep their E-mail address current with the officiating 

department.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignments for AIA scheduled contests are accessible via the internet and e-mail. The 
following procedure is in place for retrieving game assignments: 
 

¶ ALL assignments are available via the web.  You will receive an e-mail when assignments are available 
or a change is made in your assignments.  IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU REGULARLY CHECK YOUR E-
MAIL DURING THE SEASON! 

 

¶ Officials will be able to check their schedules and assignments through our assigning program via the 
following: 

 

¶ Go to www.aiaonline.org 

¶ Click on the link for Officials (Drop Down) 

¶ Find the menu item labeled Officials Log In 
¶ New officials will click on ά/ǊŜŀǘŜ bŜǿ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘέΦ 

¶ Officials will also be able to update personal information and availability once they access their 
profile page. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.aiaonline.org/
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13.2: ASSIGNMENT TURN BACK PROCEDURE  
 

The following procedure is to be followed if a situation develops whereby an official must turn back a game 

assignment: 
 

1. If an official cannot accept an assignment, the Area Commissioner MUST be notified immediately. 
 

2. The Area Commissioner will make the necessary changes with the schools and the officials. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

13.3: ASSIGNMENTS WITH A CONFLICT OF INTEREST  
 

13.3.1 Conflicts Defined 
 

Conflicts of interest would include, but not be limited to, schools where you or a close relative works, 

a school where your children attend, or a school that you do business with.  Being an alumnus of a 

school does not necessarily constitute a conflict of interest. 
 

13.3.2 Regular Season 
 

Every effort is made to assign officials to schools where there is no conflict.  However, if you receive 

an assignment where a conflict occurs, it is your responsibility to notify the Area Commissioner 

immediately for a re-assignment.   
 

13.3.3 Regional and State Tournament 
 

You must notify the State Commissioner immediately of any conflict in a state tournament 

assignment. You must also make notification if you received an assignment to a game where you are 

the alumni of one of the participants. 

 

13.4: STATE TOURNAMENT ASSIGNMENTS  
 

The State Commissioner shall use the following procedures for assigning officials to work the tournament (By-Law 

Article 18.10.2): 
 

13.4.1 The number of officials needed to work a given tournament, the total number of 

officials registered statewide by sport, and the total number of officials 

registered in each area by sport shall be determined. 

13.4.2 The total number of officials registered statewide shall be divided into the total 

number of officials registered in each area in order to establish a percentage for 

each area.   

13.4.3 The percentage multiplied by the number of officials needed to work a given 

tournament shall establish the number of officials recommended from each 

area. 

13.4.4 Only Certified Officials are assigned to State Tournaments. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO NOT TRADE OR SWITCH VARSITY LEVEL CONTESTS 
WITHOUT PRIOR APPROVAL OF YOUR AREA 
COMMISSIONER.  UNAPPROVED CHANGES WILL AFFECT 
MILEAGE REINBURSEMENT AND/OR POST SEASON 
ASSIGNMENTS.  NUMEROUS OR LAST MINUTE TURNBACKS 
WILL AFFECT STATE TOURNAMENT CONSIDERATION. 

OUR GOAL IS TO PROVIDE TO OUR STATE 
TOURNAMENTS THE HIGHEST QUALITY 
OFFICIATING, WHILE ALSO PROVIDING 
THE OPPORTUNITY FOR AS MANY 
QUALIFIED OFFICIALS AS POSSIBLE TO 
BE INVOLVED IN OUR PREMIER EVENTS 
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13.5: STATE TOURNAMENT SELECTION PROCEDURE  
 

Final responsibilities for all qualifying tournaments leading to a state championship above the conference level shall be 

vested in the AIA Executive Board. The State Commissioner has final authority on placement and assignment of 

officials to the State Tournaments, and may circumvent established procedures in emergencies and special 

circumstances. 
 

The State Commissioner shall use the following guidelines for selection consideration to officiate in the state 

tournaments: 
 

13.5.1 Names of eligible officials (those meeting the minimum criteria in Section 13.6.1) will be put into a 

ñPool.ò The Commissioner will make assignments from the ñPool.ò 
 

13.5.2 The State Commissioner will take into consideration the criteria listed in Section 13.6.2 when making 

the selections of officials from the pool to work in the state tournaments. 
 

13.5.3 NO official may work back-to-back state championship games in the same Conference or Division 

that was worked the previous season. 
 

13.5.4 There will be no limit to the number of state tournament assignments an official can receive in any 

sport.   

 

 

13.6 STATE TOURNAMENT SELECTION CRITERIA  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

13.6.1 Minimum Criteria  
 

For consideration to officiate State Tournaments, and to get placed into the selection ñpoolò, officials MUST: 
 

a) Be Registered prior to first assignment 

b) Be a Certified Level Official (13.4.4) 

c) Maintain a Test Score of 90% or Better (Sec. 10.1.2) 

d) Attend AIA sponsored Opening Meeting (Sec. 10.1.1) 

e) Complete AIA Concussion Course - Online 

f) Be Recommended by their Area Commissioner (Sec. 13.4.3) 

g) Officiate a MINIMUM number of contests (AIA By-Law 18.10) 
 

SPORT Minimum # Required  

Basketball ï Softball ï Volleyball - Baseball 14 Games 

Wrestling 8 Matches 

Football - Soccer 7 Games 

Invitational Tournaments:  Each DAY worked = ONE Game 
 

 

The AIA has a responsibility to its member schools to 
provide for them the best qualified high school officials 
available for the State Tournament.  The State 
Commissioner is solely responsible for the quality  of 
officiating at the State Tournament, and will select 
officials that not only meet the basic selection criteria, 
but those who have exhibited a high level of competence 
and ability, and are supportive of the vision and mission 
of the AIA and the Officiating Department.   
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13.6.2 Additional Criteria  
 

Once the above minimum criteria have been met, officials will be better positioned to receive postseason 

assignments if they have: 
 

a) Positive evaluations and school recommendations (Sec. 10.19.3) 

b) Positive evaluations from previous tournaments (Sec. 10.19.3) 

c) Abided by the Expectations of AIA Officials  (Sec. 10)  

d) Not violated the Turn Back Procedure  (Sec. 13.2, Sec. 10.13) 

e) Given back to the game via mentoring/evaluating (Sec. 10.19.3) 

f) Supported the PVWH Initiative (Sec. 8) 

g) Followed the Contest Checklist (Sec. 10.6) 

h) Updated availability one month prior to tournament start date 

 

 

13.6.3 Modification To Criteria  
 

  The State Commissioner may modify or add to the above requirements to 

allow for better selectivity.  

 

 
 

13.7: SCHOOL REQUESTS  
 

Schools may request specific officials to work Invitational tournaments 

ONLY . School/Coaches input for State tournamentôs is via the evaluation tool on the school summary page.  

Coaches are encouraged to contact the AIA State Commissioner to provide their input regarding officials they 

deem qualified to work in the state tournament. 
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SECTION 14 
OFFICIALS CLASSIFICATION 
 

 
 

14.1: CLASSIFICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

14.1.1 Classification Determination: The classification, promotion, and/or demotion of an official shall be 

determined by Area Commissioners, with final approval by the State Commissioner, and shall be based 

upon the following criteria: 

 
 

Attendance at required meetings and clinics (Section 10.1.1); Recommendations from observers, 

schools, local sports boards, and evaluators; Performance; and Compliance with AIA policies and 

Mission. 

 
 

14.1.2 Test Score:  The test score is used to determine classification for the following year, and to determine 

competence for the current year (Sec. 10.1.2).  An official NOT attaining a passing grade for their 

classification will be given the opportunity for one retake.  
 

 

14.2: OFFICIALS MOVING CROSS -REGION 
 

Officials who move from one area of Arizona into another will have their classification re-evaluated by the 

Area Commissioner. 

 

14.3: OUT OF STATE OFFICIALS  
 

Officials moving into Arizona with a minimum of two years out-of-state officiating experience in a state high 

school association or college conference will be required to have a letter of recommendation mailed directly 

from such association or conference to the Arizona Commissioner.  The officialôs past experience will be taken 

into consideration, along with the Arizona test score achieved, floor, field, and/or mat observation, in 

determining what classification shall be given.  (Enter at Level 5) 

 

 

 

  CERTIFIED Minimum Test Score of 90% 
  Level 2 Official for a minimum of 1 year 
 

Level 2 Official Minimum Test Score of 85% 
  Level 3 Official for a minimum of 1 year 
 

Level 3 Official Minimum Test Score of 80% 
  Level 4 Official for a minimum of 1 Year 
   

Level 4 Official Minimum Test Score of 70% 
  At least 18 Years Old and Out of High School 
 

Level 5 Official Entry level for an official that has previous 
experience. Official may be re-classified after 
evaluation and testing.  

 

Level 6 Official Emergency registered individual to fill a shortage 
 

This classification process is established through the AIA By-Laws, and 
will not be circumvented.  NO official (except Level 5) will be allowed 

ǘƻ άǎƪƛǇέ ŀƴȅ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ. 
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14.4: REINSTATEMENT OF INACTIVE OFFICIALS  
 

Upon recommendation from the State Commissioner, an official who has been dismissed may be given the 

opportunity to be reinstated as a Level 4 official.  An official voluntarily inactive (INA) for a period of one 

year may be reinstated at the classification held prior to becoming inactive.  An official voluntarily inactive for 

two or more years must return as a Level 5 official.  Past experience, test score, floor, field and/or mat 

observation will taken into consideration when determining classification for the following season.   

 

14.5: INTERSTATE RECIPROCITY  

 

An official residing in a state bordering Arizona, or from any other state, may qualify to officiate in Arizona 

providing the following criteria is met: 

 

1. Full registration with bordering state association  

2. Passed and achieved a grade ranking required by AIA Constitution and Bylaws on the written test of the 

National Federation of State High School Associations. 

3. Paid the $40.00 registration fee per sport to the AIA.   

 

14.6: DEMOTION ï SUSPENSION - DISMISSAL  
 

The State Commissioner may demote, suspend, and/or dismiss an official based on, but not limited to, the 

following criteria:  (AIA By-Laws Article 18.1.7) 
 

1. Returning two (2) assignments without  sufficient cause.  This will be strictly enforced when abused.  

2. Failure to appear for assigned contest.   

3. Late arrival at game sites. 

4. Use of tobacco (smoking or chewing) on school grounds. 
5. Use of profane language. 

6. Use of drugs or alcoholic beverages prior to a contest. 

7. Failure to perform in accordance to the recognized standards as published in the National Federation 

Officiating Manuals, including knowledge and interpretation of the rules, mechanics, personal appearance, 

and physical conditioning.   

8. Under suspicion of being connected with any gambling interests. 

9. Failure to cooperate with the AIA or its policies.  An official shall not pursue a course of action which in 

the opinion of the Executive Board is detrimental to the welfare, reputation or interest of the AIA or its 

members.   

10. Due to the uniqueness of assignments for officials to Arizona High School contests, officials must be 

responsive to the ñOfficials Code of Ethicsò (AIA Constitution and Bylaws).  As an independent 

contractor, it is the officialôs responsibility to make full disclosure as to any affiliation or conflict they 

may have with an AIA Member School (i.e. relative attends school, employee of the school, recent 

graduate, etc.).  This information must be available and should be shared with all involved parties.   

11. Failure to attain a minimum (70%) score on the written examination.   

12. Where the State Commissioner of Officials determines it to be in the best interests of the AIA. 

 

 

 

14.7: GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE  
 

Under the following guidelines, an official may request that the AIA State 

Commissioner of Officials (ñCommissionerò) review action taken under AIA 

By-Law 18.1.7 (Officials Handbook Section 14.6 ï 

Demotion/Suspension/Dismissal) or other action taken by the Commissioner or 

his/her designee. 

 

 

1) The request must be in writing to the Commissioner and made no later 

than fourteen (14) days from the date of action by the Commissioner. 

 

2) The request must specifically state the facts and arguments on which it is based. 

 

3) The Commissioner will review the request and provide a written response.  The decision by the 

Commissioner on review is final. 
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SECTION 15 
OFFICIALS GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

 

 

15.1: PROTESTS  
 

The AIA By-Laws have no provision for protests. 
 

15.2: OFFICIALS COMMITTEES  
 

15.2.1 The AIA State Commissioner will appoint members to an Operational committee for each sport to 

assist in all aspects of the sport.  These members serve at the pleasure of the state commissioner 

 

 

15.2.2 The State Officials Advisory Committee is a standing committee that meets as needed to make 

recommendations to the State Commissioner. 
 

 

15.4: REF-PAY 
 

All officials MUST obtain a REF-PAY account to secure payment from the AIA for mileage, state tournament 

game fees, and state tournament mileage.  Log on to www.refpay.com to sign up, and then to your AIA Log In 

page to link the account.   

 

15.5: INSURANCE COVERAGE 
 

The only insurance protection included in the registration fee is liability coverage (included as a benefit of 

NFHS membership.)  No other insurance coverage is provided by the AIA  
 

THIS IS A MAJOR BENEFIT OF MEMBERSHIP IN NATIONAL FEDERATION , WHICH IS  INCLUDED WITH 

AIA REGISTRATION.  

 

15.6: AIA WEB PAGE  ï www.aiaonline.org 

 

The Arizona Interscholastic Association web site acts as a conduit for dissemination of information to 

member schools, officials, and the general public. This web site contains a component dedicated to officials 

and for officials.  Please access this site regularly for updates and rule information, and to check YOUR 

schedule of games! 

 

 

15.7: GAME FEE PAYMENT  
 

Payment for officiating services will be paid either via REF PAY or a check at game site.  Payment MAY NOT 

occur prior to the contest, and may be mailed following services rendered. 

 

15.8 STUDENT SUPPORT ACTIVITIES  
 

The AIA supports our member schoolsô efforts to provide opportunities for students to support their teams 

through spirit lines, cheerleaders, pom-pom, mascots, and various musical formations.  These groups are as 

much a part of the educational experience through athletic competition as the teams that are competing.  It is 

important that our officials recognize the valuable contribution these groups provide, and allow them access as 

per the rulebooks to the field/court to perform, and be aware of their location during breaks. 

SPORTS OPERATIONAL COMMITTEES 
 

Each sport ς Football, Volleyball, Basketball, Soccer, Wrestling, Baseball, and Softball ς will have an AIA Operational 
committee with members serving at the pleasure of the State Commissioner.  These committees will meet regularly to 

guide, direct, and assist the AIA in training, evaluation, and coordination of the sport they represent. 
 

The AIA Sports Steering Committee will be made up of the leader of each Sports Operational Committee, and will 
assist the AIA and the State Commissioner in developing and carrying out the overall mission and vision for AIA Sports 

Officials. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.refpay.com/
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15.9 AIA REGISTER ED OFFICIALS PUBLICITY POLICY  

 

AIA Registered Officials acknowledge that athletic contests and interscholastic competitions take place in the 

public domain.  As such, there is no expectation of privacy in the images of officials at such events.  The AIA 

and/or its agents or designees may take, distribute and use photographs at athletic contests and interscholastic 

competitions, and may include images of officials, at such events and use them for publicity, marketing and 

other appropriate purposes, including event programs and officiating training sessions. 

 

15.10 AIA OFFICIALS DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATIONAL FLOWCHART  

 

 
 
15.11 USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

The use of social media (Facebook, etc.) to belittle coaches, schools, players, etc., or to re-hash 
controversial situations that may have occurred in a contest can be considered unprofessional and 
unbecoming of an AIA official.  Please always be professional in any posting involving your officiating 
activities with AIA Member Schools.  Additionally, any social media contact with players can be 
ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÅÄ ÁÓ Á ÖÉÏÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ȱ/ÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓ #ÏÄÅ ÏÆ ConductȱȢ 

SECTION 16 
OFFICIALS  UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT 
 

State 

Commissioner 

of Officials 

 

Gary Whelchel 

FOOTBALL  

Don Cerimeli 

Reed Brotherton 

J. McDonnell 

Todd Evans 

Tyler Cerimeli 

 

 

 

VOLLEYBALL  
Bev Nielsen 

Kathy Langston 

Kim Cramer 

Jim Feickert 

Terri Swaney 

Heather Mauch 

J. Berry Roberts 

Kara Jenkins 

Mike Scholtz 
Ken Stohl 

 

BASKETBALL  
Brian Gessner 

John McDonnell 

Jeff Barker 

Tom Bigelow 

Rich Pineda 

Don Logan 

Mickey Varela 

John White 

Bob Schofield 

 

 

 

 

Bob Schofield 

BASEBALL  
Dennis Meadows 

Jake Gustafson 

Steve Huddleston 

Rob McKinley 

Andy Warner 

Mark Warner 

Chuck McAdoo 

Eric Vaughn 

Rick Nurkka 
Gary Bringer 

WRESTLING  

Mark Panepinto 

Steve Hernandez 

Jim Flanagan 

Jim Toyota 

Jim Custis 

Charlie Jones 

Scott  Chritian 

SOCCER 
Michel Merger 

Bob Dianovsky 

Tim Beeler 

George Grecu 

Julie Haskell 

Suzanne Boisvert 

Kathy Kaufman 

Doug Ryan 

Lance Barendt 

 

SOFTBALL  

Greg Anderson 

Emily Alexander 

Paul Garabedian 

Dominic Moffo 

Gary Allen 

Sports Officials 

Steering 

Committee 

 
Don Cerimeli 

Bev Nielsen 

Brian Gessner 

Mark Panepinto 

Dennis Meadows 

Greg Anderson 

Dan Klein 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant State 

Commissioner 

 

Jeanie 

Kosower 

Officialôs 

Department 

Assistant I 

 

Marie  

Espino 

Area 

Commissioners 

 

Dave Whatton 

Steve Gansen 

Neil Yazzie 

Gary Schwartz 

Mike Gillespie 

Officials 

Statewide 

Advisory 

Committee 

State Rules 

Interpretors 

and 

Evaluators 
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Officials assigned by the Commissioners will be required to wear the uniform as indicated in the 

approved National Federation Rules publication for each sport, or as per any exceptions listed herein.  
All members of an officiating crew must wear the same uniform. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16.1: BASEBALL  

 

 UNIFORM 

Ç ML Black umpire shirt with AIA logo.  

Ç Black or white undershirt 

Ç Charcoal Gray Umpire pants.  

Ç Designated BLACK fitted umpireôs cap with AIA logo 

Ç Black shoes with black shoe laces (the plate umpire should wear  

shoes of a safety design) 

Ç Black socks 

Ç Black belt 1¼ to 2 inches wide, if worn 

Ç No Jewelry or watch (Wedding rings are an exception) 

Ç Black Umpire jacket - NO Numbers 

 

EQUIPMENT 

Ç Ball and strike indicator 

Ç Chest protector  

Ç Pencil 

Ç Plate brush 

Ç Shin guards 

Ç Sturdy mask 

Ç Black ball bag  (Plate Ump) 

 

16.2: BASKETBALL  

  

 UNIFORM  

Ç Black and white vertically striped short sleeve (V-neck) knit shirt Black trousers - 

no flares or jeans (Pleated at Arena)  

Ç Black shoes with black shoe laces 

Ç Black belt 1¼ to 2 inches wide, if worn 

Ç No jewelry (Wedding Rings Excepted) 

Ç Plain Black Jacket at Pre-Game 

 

EQUIPMENT  

Ç Fox 40 whistle 

Ç Second emergency whistle 

Ç Black lanyard (Required) 

 

 

AIA UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS 
 

 
 

The AIA Insignia - LEFT Chest 
The American Flag - LEFT Sleeve (Optional) 

¢ƘŜ άtǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ±ƛŎǘƻǊȅ ²ƛǘƘ IƻƴƻǊ tŀǘŎƘ - RIGHT sleeve (Optional) 
 

Uniforms with the AIA logos may only be worn for AIA sanctioned events.  The AIA Logo is a registered trademark 
 

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άhCCL/L![έ ƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻƴ ǎƘƛǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǳǎŜΦ 
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16.3: FOOTBALL  

 

 UNIFORM  

Ç Black and white 2" vertically striped, long or short sleeve knit shirt with knit cuff and byron collar.  

Plackets on back of shirts, whole crew; R-U-L-H-B (Required for Tournament Games) 

Ç Knickers, if worn -  all white tapered with an overlap, no more than four inches below the knee.  

Black Pants are REQUIRED for Varsity contests. 
Ç Northwestern striped stockings-one piece w/Knickers 

Ç Black football shoes with black shoelaces 

Ç Black football cap (sized) with white piping.  For identification purposes, referee shall wear a solid 

white football cap (sized). 

Ç Black belt, 1¼ to 2 inches wide, if worn 

Ç Black and white vertical striped jacket, if worn during the game 

Ç AIA patch 

Ç No jewelry (Wedding rings are an exception) 

Ç No watches (Except as needed for timing purposes)) 
 

EXCEPTION:  Junior varsity and freshmen officials may wear black shorts instead of white knickers, and 

white sweat socks.  All members of an officiating crew shall wear matching uniforms.   

 

EQUIPMENT  

Ç Whistle (Fox 40) with all black lanyard  

Ç Device for tracking number of downs 

Ç Penalty marker (15ò x 15ò light gold flag w/clip or weight) 

Ç Game card and Pencil 

Ç Bean bag (White or Blue ï All crew the same) 

Ç Timing device 

 

 

16.4 SOCCER 

  

UNIFORM  

Ç Long or short sleeved shirt ï color distinct from both teams.  Each crew member MUST have same 

length sleeves 

Ç Black Shorts 

Ç Black shoes with black shoe laces 

Ç Black socks with 3 white stripes on top 

Ç Black warm-ups are optional  

Ç Black belt, 1¼ to 2 inches wide, if worn 

Ç AIA patch 

Ç No jewelry (Wedding rings and emergency medical notification excepted)) 

Ç No watches (Referee may wear a Soccer referee timing device)  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

EQUIPMENT  

Ç Coin and Timing Device 

Ç Yellow and Red cards 

Ç Pen/Pencil 

Ç BLACK Whistle with all black lanyard (Pink whistle when approved) 

Ç Game record book 

 

16.5 SOFTBALL  

  

UNIFORM  

Ç Powder Blue with white and blue trim and a white undershirt.  (Undershirt is optional, and red trim is 

allowable) 

Ç Plain Navy Blue jacket (red/white/blue trim optional) 

Green is the official colored shirt (with embroidered patches) for the AIA State Soccer  
Tournament  


